MODERN   ARCTIC   EXPLORATION
for more places than Denmark. On Spitsbergen, both
Russians and Norwegians bring to the surface big ship-
loads of coal from the mines in Barentsburg and Gromont
City, the most northerly mines in the world. Along the
north coast of Siberia also, mining towns are springing
up. On Taimyr geologists have found nickel and tin, and
the big mining-town of Norilsk is growing up here in the
middle of the tundra. The little unknown Tixi Bay,
near the mouth of the Lena, will also acquire fame in the
course of the next few years, chiefly on account of its salt
deposits, which will give a strong impulse to the fishing-
trade. In former times, the salting offish was difficult, as
the salt had to be brought from the Russian salt mines
on the shores of the Caspian, which meant a sea-voyage
round Asia. But under the salt lies oil, much desired by
the great powers of the world. The significance of this
cannot be overlooked. It means that the great Diesel-
electric ice-breakers, and all the merchant-vessels, can be
fuelled on the spot; and there would be petrol also for the
aeroplanes on the transpolar routes, for Tixi lies exactly
on the way between Shanghai and New York.
Unfortunately, the strategic importance of the polar
regions must also be taken into account. At the back of
all the Russian activity along the coast of Siberia there
are strong strategical considerations. The Russians men-
tion themselves that the most direct route for bombers
from Moscow to Japan passes over North Siberia. Their
war-planes have such a wide range that they can fly
non-stop from the Tixi oil-depots to the Japanese towns
and back, having discharged their load. And in the case
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